[image: image1.png]PHONE (707) 566-3325

DIOCESE OF SANTA ROSA Fax  (707) 566-3310
CHANCERY OFFICE
P.O. BOX 1297

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA
95402-1297












December, 2010

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,


Christmas brings us so many memories.  Like pictures forever printed in our minds and hearts:  Christmas carols, twinkling lights on Christmas trees, tables laden with good food, stockings stuffed with goodies, the giving and receiving of gifts from friends, family and coworkers.   Especially, I think of all my nieces and nephews years ago opening their Christmas presents and now my grand nieces and nephews doing what I remember their parents doing opening the Christmas gifts.  All of these are part of the spirit of Christmas for most of us.


All these memories might lead us to forget what we really celebrate at Christmas.  God became one of us to be one with us.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . . .And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (John 1:1, 14)   As we see the scene of Bethlehem with the angels, the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, we must remember that the infant in the manger is God.  


In reflecting on this reality, the evangelist John wrote:  God so loved the world that He sent his only Son to be our savior.   Christmas is a time to realize that God loves us and became one of us to save us.  As we knee before the manager this Christmas we should realize that the infant we see is the all powerful and almighty God and that He became an infant because he loves each and everyone of us.  

May the Infant Savior who loves you bless you and your loved ones this Christmas.







Your Brother and Servant in the Lord,
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Most Reverend Daniel F. Walsh







Bishop of Santa Rosa

