[image: image1.jpg]DIOCESE OF SANTA ROSA
CHANCERY OFFICE





Diocesan Finance Council Highlights - APPROVED

Thursday, March 11, 2010

Present were Bishop Daniel Walsh, eleven members of the Finance Council, one staff member and two guests.  

Following an opening prayer and approval of the agenda, minutes and highlights, Bishop Walsh delivered his report. 

1. Comments of Bishop Walsh:  Bishop Walsh reported that Peggy Furth had resigned from the Council.  The Annual Ministry Appeal for 2009 will be completed by March 31st, with $749,594 collected for 2009 and $16,088.50 to be returned to parishes that have exceeded their goals.  The Annual Ministry Appeal for 2010 has received $235,000 in payments and $370,000 in pledges from 1,611 parishioners.  The 2010 Appeal goal is $975,000.  The Diocese has also collected $287,000 for Haiti relief efforts. 

Bishop also reported that on May 22, at St. John the Baptist Church in Napa the three seminarians Deacon Adam Kotas, Deacon Mario Valencia and Eliseo Avendano Diaz will be ordained as Priests in the Diocese of Santa Rosa.  He discussed the status of our current seminarians and potential future seminarians.  Bishop Walsh also thanked Judy Barrett for all of her work with Respect Life and presented her with a Papal Blessing.  Ester Alegria, who is bilingual, will now be working in Respect Life.

2. Report of Diocesan Finance Officer:  In Mike Urick’s absence, Kim Sampietro reviewed the Finance Officer’s Report.  The Finance Office is currently working on grant applications to the Catholic Extension Society, Home Missions and the Koch Foundation.  The Diocese has been receiving grants since the financial collapse and there will come a time when the grants are no longer available and so the appeal is quite important. 

Kim also reported that Cardinal Newman High School is replacing their two 15 passenger vans, as required by our insurance carrier.  The purchase is over $25,000, and so the expenditure should be approved by the Finance Council.    Monsignor Pulskamp made the motion that the Finance Council approve the purchase by Cardinal Newman High School of the two vans for $63,728, interest free with payments over 36 months.  Gene Senestraro seconded the motion and all approved.   
3. Report of Legal Counsel:  Adrienne Moran reported that there is little happening in litigation.  Dan Galvin had recently attended the Western Diocesan Attorneys Association meeting, where discussions focused on different corporate structures for dioceses.  Bishop said that at this point in time, he did not believe a corporate structure change would be appropriate.  

4. Cash Flow and Budget Committee:  Kim Sampietro reviewed the Budget versus Actual Cash Flow for the months of January and February 2010.  She reported on and accounted for temporary positive variances, due in part to lower personnel costs and lower costs for Seminarians.  There was discussion of the past-due operating assessments from three parishes.   

Budget Report:  Rick Rosa reported that Budget Committee had met and assigned department budgets to the members for review.  He also mentioned that with the appeal receipts decreasing there is almost $50,000 less in funds available for the ministries.  There is a wage freeze for our priests currently and so all wages will be frozen for the lay employees at the chancery for the upcoming year.  

8.  Committee Reports

A. Membership:  No report.  
B. Communications:  Deirdre Frontczak reported that the Communications committee has a new member, Gary Moore, who is a candidate for the deaconate.  The committee plans to use Faith Publications to publish a monthly on-line magazine, with printed publications four times each year.  They will translate as much as requested into Spanish.  Varying amounts of local content will be included in each publication.  Deirdre will give Rick Rosa a one page summary of the budget costs.  The Diocesan Pastoral Council will be helping to build an e-mail data base.  Monsignor Brenkle asked for a count of hits to the diocesan website; Deirdre will bring this information to the next Council meeting.   
C. Investment Committee:  No report.    

D. Audit Committee:  No report.     
E. Property:  The Bishop stated that with Clem Carinalli on break from Finance Council a new Property Chair is needed.  
F. Building and Construction:  No report.  

G. Insurance and Human Resources:  Bob Fish said that the committee would be meeting next week.  Monsignor Brenkle mentioned that the priest’s health package was going to increase 13% and the lay plan would be decreasing 7%.

       H.  Development:  There was no committee report, but Monsignor Brenkle said that the subcommittee on the appeal was suggesting that a goal be assigned to each parish and that 80% of the goal would be assessed if not met, and parishes would be allowed to combine the appeal with a parish project.  

9.  Other Business:  There was discussion of the deficit in the Priests Welfare and Benefit fund.  There was also discussion of efforts to provide scholarships to make Catholic schools available to more Hispanic students.   
10. Tentative Dates for the next meetings were set, and the meeting adjourned.  
